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for the Year Ending December 31, 1983
Please bring this Town Report to Town Meeting
on Tuesday, March IS, 198Jf
Printed by LETTER MAN PRESS, Claremont, NH 03743
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Registration for Town Offices 3
Town Officers & Committees 4-5
Town Warrant 6
Minutes of Town Meeting 7-8
Board of Selectmen's Report 9
Budget 10-11
Statement of Appropriations 12 - 13
Tax Rate Computation 14 - 15
Comparative Statement 16
Financial Report 17-20
Treasurer's Report 21 - 22
Revenue Sharing Fund 22
Auditor's Report 23
Tax Collector's Report 24-25
Summary of Warrant Levy 24-25
Summary of Tax Sales Accounts 25
Schedule of Town Property 26
Summary of Detail of Payments 27-29
Home Health Care and Community Services 30
Road Agent's Report 31
Planning Board 32
Silsby Free Library 33-36
Conservation Commission 37-38
Constable's Report 39
Volunteer Fire Co., Inc 40
F.A.S.T. Squad, Inc 41
Upper Valley-Lake Sunapee Council 42
Sullivan Co. Regional Refuse Disposal District 43-44
Tax Rates Per Hundred Dollars 45
Tax Revenue & Reimbursement from State 46
Trust Funds 47
Vital Statistics 48
REGISTRATIONS FOR TOWN OFFICE
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TOWN OFFICERS & COMMITTEES
Moderator Kenneth Grant - 1984
Board of Selectnnen Marshall Waller - 1984
Raymond Roy - 1985
Lyman Young - 1986
Town Clerk Brenda Longley - 1986
Tax Collector Leon F. Newton
Treasurer Earl F. Luther, Jr.
Supervisors of Cheek List Gladys Ring-Bogle
Roselva Dearden
Barbara Landry
Overseer of Poor & Health Officer Board of Selectmen
Auditor Alston W. Barrett
Constable Herman Barth
Dog Warden Richard Martin - 1984
Trustee of Trust Funds Marguerite Hanson - 1984
Sandra Lord - 1985
Olga Bassinne - 1986
Trustees, Acworth Silsby Free Library Brenda McCumber - 1984
Deborah Hinman - 1985
Fay Knicely - 1986
Librarians Maude Moody, Charles Davis
Budget Committee Roscoe Clark - 1984
Linda Christie - 1984
Harvey Bascom - 1985
Waldo Streeter - 1985
Ralph Balla - 1986
Elbert Knicely - 1986
Road Agent Don Porter
Road Committee Kenneth Christie - 1984
Elmer Rhoades - 1984
Ralph Balla - 1985
Joseph Boivin - 1985
Carlton Tinker - 1986
Gordon H. Gowen - 1986
Don Porter, Road Agent
Planning Board Robert Weaver - 1984
Olga Bassinne (appointed) - 1984
Marguerite Hanson - 1985
Kenneth Christie - 1985
Bruce Bascom - 1986
Susan Metsack - 1986
Conservation Commission Peter Haas - 1984
Meg Westerling - 1984
Michael Blake - 1985
Charles Davis - 1985
Fay Knicely - 1985
Claudia Istel - 1986
Craig Lawler - 1986
Tree Warden G. Kristian Fenderson
Zoning Board of Adjustment Leon F. Newton - 1984
Arthur Partridge - 1985
Albert Dole - 1986
Waldo Streeter - 1987
Roscoe Clark - 1988
Acworth Volunteer Fire Co Elbert Knicely, Chief
Kenneth Grant, Secretary
Craig Lawler, Treasurer
Fall Mountain Regional School Board Member Thomas Esslinger
Sanitation Officer Board of Selectmen
Sullivan Co. Regional Refuse Disposal District Alston W. Barrett
Charles Davis, Alternate
ACWORTH TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town ofAcworth in the County of Sullivan in said State,
qualified to vote in Town Affairs.
You are hereby notified to bring in your votes for Town Officers, and any other
questions, to the Town Hall on Tuesday, the thirteenth day ofMarch, next between the
hours of two of the clock in the afternooyi until eight of the clock in the evening; and,
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said Acworth on Tuesday, the
thirteenth day ofMarch, next at seven-thirty of the clock in the eveyiingto act upon the
following subjects:
1. To see if the Town will accept the Minutes of Town Meeting of March 9, 1983.
2. To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as Pound Keepers,
Measurers of Wood and Fence Viewers.
3. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen and Treasurer to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes.
4. To see if the Town will direct the Selectmen to appoint the Road Agent.
5. To see if the Town will vote to authorize and direct the Board of Selectmen to
purchase one Highway Department grader for a maximum amount of eighty
thousand ($80,000.00) dollars and to write a long term note for sixty-five thousand
($65,000.00) dollars toward payment of this grader.
6. To see if the Town will appropriate and authorize the Board of Selectmen to
withdraw $13,000.00 from the Revenue Sharing Fund for use as set-offs against






7. To see if the Town will accept the Budget as submitted and recommended by
the Budget Committee or take any other action.
8. To see if the Town will vote to accept a sum of money for perpetual care of the
Henry Corey and Thomas Reiter lot in the Town Cemetery.
9. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.




Acworth, NH February 14, 1984
We hereby certify that we gave notice to the inhabitants within named, to meet
at the time and place and for the purpose within mentioned, by posting up an
attested copy of the within Warrant at the place of meeting within named, and a
like attested copy at the South Acworth Village Store, it being a public place in





MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
MARCH 8, 1983
To the inhabitants of the Town of Acworth in the County of Sullivan in said State,
qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
The Meeting was called to order at 8:00 P.M. by Moderator Kenneth Grant. The
Warrant was read by the Moderator after which Reverend Harold Craw offered
prayer.
ARTICLES:
1. Motion was made by Dan Limoges and seconded by Tom Esslinger to accept
the minutes of Town Meeting of March 9, 1982. Motion Passed.
2. Motion was made by Joseph Boivin and seconded by Edwin Austin to empower
the Selectmen to serve as Pound Keepers, Measurers of Wood and Fence Viewers.
Motion Passed.
3. Motion was made by Harvey Bascom and seconded by Roscoe Clark to
authorize the Selectmen and Treasurer to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
Motion Passed.
4. Motion was made by Al Supplee and seconded by Lucius Tallman to direct the
Selectmen to appoint the Road Agent. Motion Passed.
5. Motion was made by Edwin Austin and seconded by Robert Spaulding to
appropriate and authorize the Board of Selectmen to withdraw $14,000.00 from
the Revenue Sharing Fund for use as set-offs against budgeted appropriations for
the following specific purposes and in the amounts indicated herewith:
Appropriated Purposes Amount
Fire House and Equipment $ 4,000.00
Town Hall Equipment 1,000.00
Payment on Long Term Note (Truck) 8,500.00
Forest Fire Equipment 500.00
$14,000.00
Motion Passed.
6. Motion was made by Edwin Austin and seconded by Mildred Ingram to
appropriate $35,000.00 to blacktop the reconstructed portion of Charlestown Road
and authorize the Selectmen to borrow $18,000.00 of the stated amount, such loan
to be repaid by 1984 Town Road Aid and Highway Subsidy monies.
Voted by ballot: Yes 71 No 28 Motion passed.
7. Motion was made by Edwin Austin and seconded by Joseph Boivin to accept
the Budget as submitted and recommended by the Budget Committee or take any
other action. Motion Passed.
8. Motion was made by Al Supplee and seconded by Charles Bush to rescind its
vote of March 10, 1981. Article II of the Town Warrant, and change the status of
the Chapman-Mulligan Road from Class VI to Class V, beginning at the dwelling
of Helen Quinn, east to the Marlow town line. (Requested by the attorney for Ira
Gavrin and the attorney for the Town.) Voted by Ballot:
87 Votes Cast Yes 19 No 68 Motion was defeated
9. Motion was made by Lucius Tallman and seconded by Charles Bush to vote to
go on record in support of immediate actions by the Federal Government to control
and reduce acid rain which is harmful to the environment and economy of New
Hampshire and to the health and welfare of the people of New Hampshire.
These actions shall include:
1. Reduce by at least half the major cause of acid rain, sulfur dioxide
emissions, by the year 1990.
2. Conclude negotiations and adopt a treaty with the government of Canada
that will commit both nations to the same goal.
The record of the vote on this article shall be transmitted to the New Hampshire
Congressional Delegation and to the President of the United States.
Motion passed.
10. Motion was made by George Hanson and seconded by Olga Bassine to accept
the sum of $100.00 for perpetual care of the Madeline and Leon Balla lot in the
Town Cemetery. Motion passed.
11. Motion was made by Lester Tallman and seconded by Lucius Tallman to
instruct the selectmen to retain the present incadescent street light fixtures and
not to convert to lower energy consumption Argon lamps and fixtures as proposed
by Granite State Electric and recommended by the Public Utilities Commission.
Motion passed.
Motion to adjourn was made by Lucius Tallman and seconded by Lester
Tallman. Meeting recessed to count ballots at 10:45 P.M.
The following officers for the Town of Acworth were elected:
Lyman A. Young 3 Yr. Term - Selectman
Brenda G. Pitkin 3 Yr. Term - Town Clerk
Leon F. Newton Tax Collector
Earl F. Luther, Jr Treasurer
Selectmen Overseer of Poor
Alston Barrett Auditor
Herman Barth Constable
Richard Martin Dog Warden
Olga Bassine 3 Yr. Term - Trustee of Trust Fund
Fay Knicely 3 Yr. Term - Trustee of Silsby Free Library
Brenda McCumber 1 Yr. Term - Trustee of Silsby Free Library
Elbert Knicely 3 Yr. Term - Budget Committee
Ralph Balla 3 Yr. Term - Budget Committee
Carlton Tinker 3 Yr. Term - Road Committee
Gordon Gowen 3 Yr. Term - Road Committee
Susan Metsack 3 Yr. Term - Planning Board
Bruce Bascom 3 Yr. Term - Planning Board
Meeting adjourned at 11:15 P.M.
Brenda Pitkin
Town Clerk
BOARD OF SELECTMEN'S REPORT
The financial condition of the Town remains healthy with an accumulated
surplus at year end of $10,457.56 - this despite another year of reduced payments
from the State. We anticipate that highway subsidy money from the State will
increase in 1984 to an amount approximating that received in 1982.
Semi-annual property tax billing was initiated this year. The change in
procedure was carried out smoothly by our Tax Collector and resulted in a 61%
reduction in interest paid on tax anticipation notes. In 1983, $2,634 in interest was
paid on $70,000 borrowed compared with $6,692 in interest paid on $140,000
borrowed in 1982.
In 1983, we completed the Charlestown Road project by paving the 1.1 mile
which had been reconstructed. The Board is very pleased with the results and
thanks the Highway Dept. and all others who worked on this project.
After much study and discussion on the part of the Board, the Road Committee
and the Budget Committee, it has been recommended that the Town purchase a
new grader for the Highway Department. This is the subject of Article 5 of the
Warrant and the Board of Selectmen is asking for an affirmative vote.
For the first time, m.oney has been put into the budget for a permanent part-time
employee to work for the Selectmen. This move is in response to the ever-
increasing amount of paperwork and financial transactions, and the desirability of
having someone at the Town Hall during scheduled daytime hours to handle
telephone calls and inquiries. It is anticipated that this position will be filled at
mid-year and the person hired will be working closely with the Board as the job is
developed.
Special thanks to Marshall Waller, who is retiring from the Board this year.
During his time as Selectman, the Town has benefited time and again from his
experience and good sense. Marshall's dedication and hard work has resulted in a
more knowledgeable and efficient running of the Town.
The Board continues to meet every other Monday evening and looks forward to
answering your questions and concerns.
Respectfully submitted,
BOARD OF SELECTMEN
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF ACWORTH
Miscellaneous
STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS - 1983
General Government
Town Officer's Salaries $ 7,925.00
Town Officers' Expenses 5,500.00
Election and Registration 500.00
Town Buildings 1,500.00
Protection of Persons and Property
Police Department 970.00
Fire Department 3,500.00
















Acworth Silsby Free Library 4,550.00
Public Welfare
General Assistance 1,000.00
Old Age Assistance 2,500.00
Patriotic Purposes





Advertising and Regional Assoc. 800.00
Debt Service
Principal - Long Term Notes 8,500.00
Interest - Long Term Notes 900.00
Interest - Tax Anticipation Notes 3,500.00
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Capital Outlay
Highway Subsidy Class V 25,766.00
Town Hall Improvements 1,000.00
Fire Dept. Equipment 4.000.00
Library 6,000.00






From Town Taxes (except Property Taxes)
Resident Taxes $ 4,490.00
Yeild Taxes 4,100.00
Interest on Delinquent Taxes 5,000.00
From State Taxes
Interest and Dividend, Savings Bank, and Meals and Rooms Tax 5,394.00
Highway Subsidies 40,453.00
Class V Highway (Duncan) -0-
Reimb. State Forest Land 171.00
Motor Vehicle Fee Transfer 927.00
Business Profits Tax -0-
From Town Sources (except Taxes)
Dog Licenses 600.00
Licenses, Permits, and Filing Fees 300.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 19,000.00
Rent of Town Property 200.00
Receipts (other than Current Revenue)
Fund Balance 4,800.00
Long Term Notes ISioOO^OO
Revenue Sharing Funds 14,000.00
TOTAL ESTIMATED REVENUE $117,435.00
13




Equals: Net Town Appropriations
Add: Fall Mt. Regional School
Assessment
Add: Sullivan Co. Assessment
Equals: Total Town, School, County
Less: Total Bus. Profits Tax Reimb.




SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION
Land $2,916,065.00
Buildings 4,248,400.00
Public Utilities (2) 184,609.00
House Trailers, Mobile Homes (28) 86.900.00
Total Valuations Before Exemptions $7,435,974.00
Less: Elderly Exemptions (21) 104,851.00
Less: Blind Exemptions (0) 0.00
Net Val. on which Tax Rate is Computed $7,331,123.00
Tax Committment Divided by Net Valuation Equals Tax Rate
1983 $ 329,100.00
$7,331,123.00 = 4.53 per hundred dollars valuation
CURRENT USE REPORT
R.S.A. 79-A









OF 1983 APPROPRIATIONS FROM BUDGET

































Interest - Short - Term
Capital Outlay
Library
Hwy. Class V Subsidy








FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1983
Assets
Cash:







Fund Balance —December 31, 1982
Fund Balance—December 31, 1983
Change in Financial Condition
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by Town:
Bills outstanding
Unexpended Bal. of Spec. Approp. Library
Unexpended Rev. Sharing Funds
School District Tax Payable
Other Liabilities:
Conservation Com. Account










Property Taxes - Collected in Advance
Resident Taxes
National Bank Stock Taxes
Yield Tax
Property Taxes & Yield Taxes
Resident Taxes—Prev. Years
Interest Rec. on Delinquent Taxes
Penalties: Resident Taxes
Tax sales redeemed
Total Taxes Collected & Remitted
Intergovernmental Revenues
Highway Subsidy
Reimb. a/c State-Federal Forest Land
Business Profits Tax





Federal Grants - Revenue Sharing
Total Intergovernmental Revenues
Licenses and Permits
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees
Dog Licenses
Bus. Licenses, Permits & Filing Fees
Total Licenses & Permits
Schedule of Town Property
Charges for Services
Rent of Town Property
Total charge for Services
Miscellaneous Revenues
Interest on Deposits - General Fund
Insurance Adjustment
Refunds
Interest on Deposits - Cons. Comm.
Total Miscellaneous Revenues
Other Financing Sources
Proceeds of Long Term Notes
Interest on Invest, of Rev. Sharing Funds
Total Other Financing Sources
Non-Revenue Receipts
Proceeds of Tax Anticipation Notes
Yield Tax Security Deposits
Total Non-Revenue Receipts
Total Receipts from All Sources















































Town officers' salaries 7,825.00
Town officers' expenses 4,562.73
Election and Registration expenses 433.15
General Government Buildings 1,024.04
Planning and Zoning 556.24
Legal Expenses 499.85
Advertising & Regional Assoc. 743.00




Civil Defense - -
Total Public Safety Expense 4.389.35
Highways, Streets, Bridges
Town Maintenance 32,037.24
General Highway Dept. Exp. 17,962.90
Town Road Aid 8,698.00
Highway Subsidy 33,053.48
Street Lighting 1,989.77
Total Highways and Bridges Expense 93,741.39
Sanitation
Solid Waste Disposal 3,027.65
Total Sanitation Expenses 3,027.65
Health
Health Department 2,941.00





FICA, Retirement & Pension Cont.
Insurance
Other Misc. Expenses - Cemeteries
Total Miscellaneous Expenses
Unclassified
Payments on Tax Anticipation Notes
Taxes bought by town
Discounts, Abatements and Refunds
Refund & Payment from Yield Escrow Fund
Total Unclassified Expenses
Payments to other Governmental Div.
Taxes paid to County
Payments to School Districts
Total Payments to Other Gov. Div.
Total Payments for all Purposes

















SCHEDULE OF LONG TERM INDEBTEDNESS
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1983
Long-Term Notes Outstanding
Road Construction $ 18,000.00
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TREASURER'S REPORT - 1983
Receipts
From Tax Collector:
Property Taxes - 1984
Conservation Commission Account - Savings Bank of Walpole
Balance January 1. 1983 $654.90
Interest 40.76
Balance December 31. 1983 $695.66
Earl F. Luther, Jr.
Treasurer
REPORT OF REVENUE SHARING ACCOUNTS
Year Ending December 31, 1983
Available Funds:
Balance January 1. 1983
Received from U.S. Government
Interest - Savings Account
Interest - Money Market Act.
Net Expenditures




SCHEDULE OF LONG — TERM INDEBTEDNESS
AS OF DECEMBER 3L 1983
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
Balance Charlestown Road $18,000.00
RECONCILIATION OF OUTSTANDING
LONG - TERM INDEBTEDNESS
Outstanding Long Term Debt Jan. 1, 1983 $ 8,500.00
New Debts Created During 1983 18.000.00
Total Debt $26,500.00
Debt Retirement During 1982:
Highway Dept. Truck 8,500.00
Total Payments $ 8,500.00
Outstanding Long Term Debt $18,000.00
December 31, 1983
AUDITOR'S REPORT
I have examined the records of the Selectmen, Town Clerk, Tax Collector and
Treasurer and Trustees and have found them to be correctly recorded and
properly vouched.
Respectfully submitted,




SUMMARY OF WARRANT OF 1983
Debits
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property $329,100.03
Resident 4,490.00






















SUMMARY OF WARRANT OF 1982
Debits
























SUMMARY OF WARRANT OF 1981
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1983
Description
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Libraries, Land and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Police Department. Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Materials and Supplies













Cold River Conservation Lot






































SUMMARY OF DETAIL OF PAYMENTS
AS AUTHORIZED BY BUDGET
Town Officers' Salaries
Marshall S. Waller, Selectman $ 1,200.00
Raymond W. Roy, Selectman 1.000.00
Lyman A. Young, Selectman 1,000.00
Leon F. Newton, Tax Collector 1,400.00
Brenda Longley, Town Clerk 1,400.00
Earl F. Luther, Jr., Treasurer 700.00
Herman Barth, Constable 850.00
Alston W. Barrett, Auditor 175.00
Richard Martin, Dog Warden 100.00
Board of Selectmen, Overseer of the Poor 0.00
Insurance
Fleet, Workman's Compensation
Buildings and Liability $ 9.323.14
Road Agent 293.30
NH Unemployment Comp. Fund 158.64
Town Officer's Bonds 278.00
F.A.S.T. Squad 436.00
Planning Board




FALL MOUNTAIN BRANCH OF HOME HEALTH CARE
AND
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Annual Report to the Town of Acworth for 1983
Request for Tax Appropriation Funds for 1984
On July 1, 1983, Fall Mountain Visiting Nurse Association became a
participating agency with Home Health Care and Community Services (HHCCS),
a combined home care and social service agency whose administration office is in
Keene. HHCCS, serving 39 towns in Sullivan, Cheshire and Hillsborough
Counties, demonstrates clearly that being bigger is more cost efficient and more
effective in providing a broad range of services.
Fall Mountain Visiting Nurse Association continues to exist with its special
separate identity, and with its Board of Directors still in place, overseeing home
care management in Fall Mountain's five-town area. By its linkage with HHCCS,
however, its administrative costs have been reduced by more than 55% (from over
40% to 17%). New services are now available: Occupational Therapy, Speech
Therapy and, in addition, a Care for the Terminally 111 Program that offers the full
range of necessary services (including 24-hour on call services) for the terminally
ill patient. The program makes it possible for a patient to remain at home to the
end.
The staff providing direct services has remained unchanged, except for the
addition of two new nurses. Kay Frazer, who was Director of Fall Mountain
Visiting Nurse Association, now is HHCCS' Director of Clinical Services. As
Director of the agency's total clinical program, she continues to oversee activity in
the Fall Mountain area.
Although costs increased in 1983, and are projected to increase in 1984, HHCCS
requests no increase in tax appropriation. The amount remains $2,941.00.
This is a clear sign of new efficiency.
In 1983 Acworth received 276 units of service. The unduplicated patient
census was 64, which means that 10.8% of Acworth's residents received the
agency's services.
Services provided in Acworth during 1983 are identified in the following
breakdown:
1. Home and Office Visits 168
Nurse 90




The forty-five miles of gravel roads were graded two or more times during the
past year. Additional crushed gravel was added to weak areas on the Cold Pond
Road, hoping to improve and strengthen sections that were subject to severe frost
action. Other roads in Town, namely The Turkey Shoot, Black North, Hogan Gates
Mountain, Grout Hill, Parson, Bascom roads, and the connecting road from Derry
Hill west to the Crane Brook Road had crushed gravel added before being graded
and the ditches cleaned. As available, new culverts were installed to replace
culverts that had collapsed on Grout Hill, Lynn Hill and Brier Patch Road.
General betterment work was done on several sections of many roads which
included cutting and removal of standing dead trees, brush, and rocks that can
obstruct the rights-of way. New bridge planking was used to replace weakened
planks on The Echo Valley Bridge.
During early spring the reconstructed portion of the Charlestown Road,
beginning at the west end of the State Road, was covered with pre-mixed asphalt
paving and rolled. At the same time additional sections of this road further west
were paved with the same material.
During the late summer the transmission and converter broke in the Town
grader. Estimates indicated that replacement parts would cost more than the old
grader was worth, so no action was taken to make repairs. A very old rented grader
was obtained by the selectmen in an attempt to finish grading where it was
essential to do so before winter.






The Planning Board continues to meet on the last Wednesday of each nionth.
In August, Alston Barrett, who served admirably as Chairman of this Board
since 1978, resigned. Kenneth Christie was elected Chairman and Olga Bassine
was appointed to the Board to fill the vacancy.
At our February meeting, the Board voted to amend the Subdivision
Regulations. The amended regulations, which are available from this Board,
improve the subdivision application process and incorporate drawings and
specifications prepared by the County Engineer.
Our May meeting was held jointly with the Conservation Commission, at which
time there was a general review and discussion of the Acworth Master Plan which
was adopted in 1978.
We had several applications for subdivision in 1983. These were all minor and







Marshall Waller, Selectmen Member
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ACWORTH SILSBY FREE LIBRARY
Library Operations — 1983
There was good news and bad news for 1983! Good news first.
The downward circulation trend of the past several years has reversed. Thanks
go to both steady readers and a fair number of new patrons for the noted increase in
readership this year over last. The new hours of Tuesday 1 - 4 with Maude Moody
presiding and Thursday and Sunday 1 - 4 with Charles Davis seems to be
satisfactory. Polaroid Corporation donated a camera which is available for check-
out. The Library purchased a movie projector and screen for loan and use with the
many films available through the State Library System. Also, definite plans are
underway for a finished basement area and resulting increase in operating space.
Finally, State Library donated about 1000 fairly recent books from their
"Bookmobile" collection.
First bad news is that the gift of 1000 books by State Library was a part of
discontinuance of the Bookmobile service. We and other libraries will no longer
receive the use of several thousand books a year on short-term loan as we have for a
number of years. The rationale was that the service had been in existence long
enough for all libraries to be reasonably self-supporting and its continuance was
not considered cost-effective or consistent with the legal mission of State Library.
We will use a mixture of techniques to fill this gap: (1) We are asking for a
reasonable increase in our appropriated book budget. (2) We plan to use more
economical selection (budget books, book sales, quality paperbacks) when
purchasing. (3) We invite patrons to donate to the book fund and to donate recent
quality books they might have purchased and are finished with. (4) There is a bare
possibility that we will receive some minimal fund support from State Library
under a proposed accreditation system, but this is several years away. For the next
year or two we are just going to have to be very self-supporting.
Second bad news is that the incidence of overdue books has risen significantly.
We are not in a position to give this problem much individual attention. We have
sent out some notices in the worst cases, but would rather be devoting our time to
service than to enforcement. So, those ofyou who have overdue books, return them.
Remember, there is a book drop box at the entrance for your convenience!
Improvement projects started last year are progressing. A donation of boards by
Balla's Sawmill enabled us to complete the attic shelves. Thank you! The
"weeding" process is gradually making room for new books and isolating good old
books for later book sales. Sales this year enabled us to purchase a more current
encyclopedia for the reference room and other items.
This year four individuals should be cited for the amount and quality of
volunteer effort that they contributed: Fay Knicely, Brenda McCumber, Janet
Haas, and Madeline Lindsay. Many libraries have a formal Friends of the Library
organization. With enough interest one could be formed in Acworth. It would be





ACWORTH SILSBY FREE LIBRARY
After a great deal of self-assessment we have established a number of long-range
goals for the library and taken the first steps toward achieving them.
The opinion survey of last spring has been important when making decisions.
Although we were disappointed by the number of returns, we have considered that
an indication of the need to provide additional types of services. Those returned
expressed a strong interest in adding speakers, films or other programs to library
services, and programs held have been well attended. Donations have made it
possible to add an instant camera, a sound film projector and a screen, and we plan
to purchase a slide projector and tape recorder as well. These items are available
for loan, and will also make more programs possible.
We have also made the building available for meetings, opening it on special
occasions or for groups wishing to visit between regular hours. For the few who
expressed a desire for records, tapes, catalogues, puzzles, and games, we have
placed donated items on the shelves.
Since the primary interest still is reading material, this is where we have
concentrated the tax dollars, by improving, increasing, and updating reference
materials, (including new encyclopedias) and actively seeking suggestions for
fiction and periodicals. By careful shopping and joining a book-buying co-op, we
have managed to put 800 new books on the shelves this year.
Increased circulation, a number of new patrons, and additional donations of
time, money, and materials leads us to believe we are headed in the right direction.
We expect to continue expanding these policies during the coming year.
Our other big responsibility, the building, is now officially designated as
historic; it was placed on the National Register in December.
First project of the year was insulating the ceilings. Although we have not yet
been through a complete heating season, it appears that our energy-conservation
efforts have been worthwhile.
The architectural survey was also begun during the winter, and in July,
architect, John Merkle presented his findings to the trustees and other interested
public. His written report, listing maintainance needs, and suggesting materials
and techniques, along with two suggested plans for cellar renovations, remains
available at the library.
About the same time, we learned of a one-time federal grant to provide matching
funds for new construction of libraries. Although the August 1 deadline required
some intense work, we decided the opportunity to increase our building budget
was too good to pass up. Mr. Merkle prepared the specifications for a concrete
floor, a handicapped-accessible entrance, and other work, and we prepared the
application. In November, the State Library, acting as administrators of the
grants, informed us that we had been approved as one of seven New Hampshire
libraries to be funded. It wasn't until January that the last signature in the round
of state and federal agencies, made approval final. We will be seeking bids early in
the year, and expect construction to begin as soon as the weather allows.
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Finishing and furnishing the cellar, other improvements, and the maintainance
program will be carried out as funds become available. This year's appropriation
will allow the most urgent repairs to begin this summer, and we expect additional
annual appropriations to allow completion of all work in time for our centennial
anniversary.
We appreciate the many donations that have helped us get this far — the
taxpayers, foundations, businesses, organizations, and individuals — and the
many hours of volunteer labor. We hope many of you will become members of the
Friends of the Library group to be formed during the coming year. Contributions
of materials for library use and for sale have been equally important. All who use
the library benefit from such generosity, and every taxpayer benefits by reducing
the tax dollars that would otherwise have to be spent to provide this level of service.
We hope your support will continue, and we hope you will let us know, either in
person or by dropping a note in the suggestion box, how we can please you.
Fay Knicely, Trustee
Library Hours — 1-4 p.m.
Sundays - Tuesdays - Thursdays
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ACWORTH SILSBY FREE LIBRARY
Financial Report 1983
RECEIPTS
Cash on hand (1/1/84)
Town appropriation
Donations
Book sales & fines










Postage, dues, travel, etc.
Total Operating costs
SAVINGS ACCOUNT















Cash on hand (12/31/83)
Savings account
Total cash assets (12/31/83)






Title II Construction funds
$14,908.00

































Our first project for 1983 was overseeing the disposal of a metal drum found in
Keyes Hollow. Because the contents were unknown, environmental regulations
required that it be handled as hazardous waste, which it did indeed turn out to be.
The difficulties and expense encountered lead us to ask that everyone be on the
lookout for any similar dumping and try to identify the source, so that it can be
reported as soon as possible.
Otherwise our efforts in Keyes Hollow have been rewarded by reports of a
number of visitors to the wetlands. Charles Davis has been in charge of this project,
which has included placing a sign and trail maps at the site, cleaning up many
bags of trash, improving a parking area, and identifying plant and animal
inhabitants for a future resource inventory. Efforts to protect other wetlands areas
have continued as well. Volunteers interested in working on this project may
contact Mr. Davis or any other member.
The healthy appearance and new growth of the trees on the Common proves that
the pruning, fertilizing, and spreading of gypsum were worthwhile. By getting
advice from the County Forester, hiring local forester, Mike Blake, and other
resident help, as well as volunteers and the donated use of an Acworth fire truck,
we were able to accomplish this at much lower cost than was estimated. (This
accounts for the remaining balance in our budget.) Mulch was spread over the bare
roots of one tree, and the brush around the Common is being cleared. We expect to
continue this maintainance program annually.
We also planted three sugar maples on Arbor Day, and plan to continue planting-
until a row of trees on the upper side of the Common is complete. We also
recommend that the trees in front of the church be removed, as they will soon block
the view of Acworth 's most prominent landmark. Any comments or suggestions
for landscaping should be received in time for discussion at our April meeting.
High school students interested in having the commission act as their sponsor for
conservation camp should also contact us soon. We will again provide partial
scholarships.
Our most identifiable conservation deed for the year is one not likely to be
repeated. During a walking tour of the Gove property, a live deer was discovered in
an open well. One of the group happened to have ropes in his car, and another
happened to have rescue training, so there is one very lucky and very happy deer in
Acworth. The well has since been covered, but the incident illustrated how
important it is to be cautious when exploring and to take responsibility for
properly covering or filling any abandoned wells. We urge all landowners to be
sure you don't have a similar trap in your own back yard.
For the coming year, we will continue our study of all town-owned land to
prepare both general and specific recommendations for use. Where appropriate,
the commission will initiate such projects as marking trails, improving forestry
practices, or setting up educational demonstrations. In other cases, we will offer
suggestions to the selectmen or other agencies, or may even bring proposals before
Town Meeting.
At present we are particularly involved with historical research of the Gove
property on Coffin Hill. Although this and the Keyes Hollow wetland seem far
removed today, we are considering marked trails or tours that would illustrate the
former relationships of these once-thriving areas. We would particularly like to
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see old photographs or other information, related to this part of town.
We are always looking for volunteers, suggestions, or information that will help
protect or improve our resources. Our meetings are held on the second Wednesday
of every month at 7:30 in the Town Hall. By spring we hope to be out in the field
more often, but anyone is invited to join us. If we are ignoring something that you
think is important, it's very likely because we haven't noticed it yet; bring it to our





Miles on Cruiser 1,274







Assists to outside Police Depts 15
Assists to Acworth 12
Break and Entry (Vandalism) (3 cleared) 5
Break and Entry (Theft) (2 cleared) 4
Bicycle Theft (1 cleared) 2
Car Vandalism 2
Car Theft (cleared) 1
Missing Person (found) 1
Domestic Problems 3
Disturbing the Peace 2
Chain Saw Thefts 2
Boat Trailer Stolen 1
Weather Vane Stolen 1
Car Accidents 6
Dog Calls 8
This year I would like to give our FAST Squad members a special thanks from my
house. I have been on the scene several times in medical emergencies while the
members were getting the patient ready for transport by ambulance.
Several telephone calls for medical help have come first to me. The first call should
be made to Mutual Aid at 352-1 100. This can save time. A second call can be made





ACWORTH VOLUNTEER FIRE CO., INC.
The fire company responded to 20 fire calls and assisted with most rescue calls
last year.
Four years ago we set up a five-year plan of building improvements, which
included a solar collector, renovations to allow us to house a tanker, the addition of
water and toilet facilities, and additional energy conservation.
During the past year we excavated a 14' x 34' raised section of the floor, and
poured a new concrete floor and added an 8' x 16' addition to the back of this area
for a meeting space. An insulated steel door with electric openers was also
installed. A well and a used pump were added, along with a sink and cupboard. In
addition, the former bomb shelter has been filled with 10,000 gallons of water
which allows us to refill the trucks inside during the winter and also provides a
reservoir for any fire in this area.
We expect to install the bathroom and finish the interior in time to hold open
house on Old Home Day of the coming year.
Respectfully submitted,
Elbert Knicely, Chief
Officers: Directors: Kenneth Grant
Chief: Elbert Knicely Francis Wood
Assistant Chief: James Phinizy David Lyle
Secretary: Kenneth Grant Arthur Smith
Treasurer: Craig Lawler
Training Officer: Doug Bays
ACWORTH VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY, INC.
FINANCIAL REPORT FOR 1983
EXPENSES
Building Construction & new equipment $ 8,553.08
Oil & electricity 709.92
Maintainance 145.40
Operation/Maintainance of trucks, equipment 412.04
Radio repairs 340.66
Dues - Southwestern Mutual Aid 674.21
Payment on truck loan 1,147.00
Total Expense $ 11,982.31
INCOME
Remaining balance at beginning of year $ 600.00
Town appropriation (inc. Rev. Sharing Funds) 7,500.00




ACWORTH F.A.S.T. SQUAD, INC.
First Aid Stabilization Team
Another year has gone by and the Acworth F.A.S.T. Squad has answered
another dozen calls. All the EMT's on the Squad were recertified in December
and all members of the Squad were recertified in CPR in October.
Charlestown Ambulance no longer wants to service Acworth or Langdon as they
are under staffed. As of January 13, 1984, the LeFevre Ambulance Service of
Westminster, VT will be responding to our calls. Their response time is
approximately the same as Charlestown's as are their rates. We are looking
forward to a good relationship with this service.
The Acworth Volunteer Fire Dept. again let us take over the concession stand at
the Turkey Shoot and we earned nearly $500.00.
With the balance remaining at the end of 1982 (765.75), we bought four small
oxygen units which are stored at specific places in town and are to be taken out
before the truck arrives on the scene. We feel that oxygen is the most important
item we administer on our calls.
We are always looking for interested people to join our group and would be
happy to help anyone find either an EMT, Advanced First Aid or First Responder
class to attend in this area. If you don't want to be an active member, feel free to be
an auxilliary member. We can use your help at the Concession Stand at the Turkey
Shoots.
We want to run another CPR class this summer in town. If you are interested,
please contact us. We cannot impress on you enough the importance of CPR— it is
a matter of life or death.




UPPER VALLEY-LAKE SUNAPEE COUNCIL
The Upper Valley—Lake Sunapee Council is a public, non-profit voluntary
association of towns and cities in the Upper Valley and Lake Sunapee areas. Our
thirty-one (31) communities are in two states and five counties.
The Upper Valley—Lake Sunapee Council is the official organization that
brings towns and cities within our region together. By bonding together and
pooling their resources, local governments have a highly trained, professional staff
available to them for a wide variety of services. Areas of expertise include land use
planning, master planning, economic and community development, water quality
management, transportation, housing, capital budgeting, historic preservation,
downtown revitalization, solid waste, recreation and fiscal and environmental
impact analysis. The Council also serves as a collective voice for these towns and
cities in dealings with state and federal governments, thereby protecting and
furthering the needs and interests of our communities.
The Council has undergone many changes over the past year. Robert Varney
was hired as the new executive director, replacing Jan Ollry who returned to
Florida to be closer to his family. The additions of Lisa Mausolf, historic
preservation specialist, Vickie Smith, senior planner, Jim Klinger, draftsman and
Barbara Belloir, administrative assistant, have greatly expanded the level and
range of expertise available to our communities.
The staff has been busy working on a variety of projects during the past year.
The following is a brief summary of some of our activities:
* established a regional, bi-state solid waste district with fourteen (14) mem-
ber communities
* prepared several applications for federal and state funds, including Com-
munity Development Block Grants
* re-established a regional historic preservation program
* co-sponsored the Municipal Law Lecture series
* reviewed, commented and testified on State legislation relating to planning
* provided drafting and mapping services
* reviewed several development proposals for local planning boards and com-
missions
* served on the Lebanon Airport's Citizens' Advisory Committee, the Ad-
vance Transit Advisory Committee and other special committees
* assisted several communities with the development of local master plans
* helped local planners amend their zoning ordinances and subdivision and
site plan review regulations, as well as other local ordinances
* completed a review of ten (10) communities' experience with regulating de-
velopment in floodplains
* provided economic, population, housing and other data to communities,or-
ganizations, banks, real estate firms and consultants for use in fiscal
studies, market analyses and grant applications.
The Council's staff of professionals stands ready to assist your community in
addressing the planning and growth management issues which you will
face during the coming year. We also encourage you to become more familiar and







1983 Annual Administrative Report
The Sullivan County District Committee devoted its efforts during 1983 to
development of a waste-to-energy facility.
Clark-Kenith, Inc., presented a technical and financial proposal to the NH/VT
Solid Waste Project (representing the Sullivan County District and the Southern
Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District) during January,
1983. The technical proposal was acceptable. However, work was required on the
financial proposal to reduce projected disposal costs.
Clark-Kenith and their investment banking firm, Lazard Freres, have been
working to reduce capital costs and to develop a less expensive method of financing
the facility. The project concentrated on a search for additional waste, and on
preparing an application, through the Town of Newport, for a four million dollar
Housing and Urban Development, Urban Development Action Grant.
The City of Keene voted on December 1, 1983 to petition to join the Sullivan
County District, but voted against joining on December 15, 1983. Westminster,
Vermont voted to join the Southern Windsor/Windham Counties District on
December 16, 1983. New London, New Hampshire petitioned the Sullivan County
District during December and is expected to vote on joining the District at March
town meeting. New London has agreed with the New Hampshire Solid Waste
Board to become a member of the Sullivan County District.
The addition of New London and Westminster brings the total tonnage available
in the two Districts to approximately 55,000 tons of waste per year. The Clark-
Kenith facility is capable of burning 67,000 tons per year.
Contract negotiations with Clark-Kenith are now being finalized. A decision
will be made by the Districts on whether to sign a contract with Clark-Kenith
during the first week of February. If the Districts decide to go forward with Clark-
Kenith, the contract will be signed after March town meetings. If the contract is
signed, financing is expected to be complete during the summer.
A twenty year electric purchase contract has been finalized with Connecticut
Valley Electric Company (CVEC). A base price of 9 cents per KWH, changing at
50 percent of the Gross National Product Implicit Price Deflator has been agreed
upon. This price should provide a long-term stable electric supply to CVEC
customers while protecting the towns against excessive inflation in solid waste
disposal costs.
Environmental issues associated with locating the facility in Claremont became
a major issue this year. A great deal of time has been spent addressing Claremont's
concerns, and the District Committee believes the City of Claremont will continue
to support the Project.
Appraisals have been completed on land necessary for the facility and for the ash
disposal site. Option agreements are now being negotiated with the landowners.
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BUDGET FOR
SULLIVAN COUNTY REGIONAL REFUSE DISTRICT
SOUTHERN WINDSOR/WINDHAM COUNTIES
SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT DISTRICT





















LESS ANTICIPATED 1983 SURPLUS
AND INVESTMENT EARNINGS
ASH DISPOSAL SITE PURCHASE
TOTAL

























TAX RATES PER HUNDRED DOLLARS
TEN YEARS AND DISTRIBUTION OF DOLLARS
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VITAL STATISTICS




Jan. 6, 1983 Whitney Parker Skinner Meredith Hartt
Robert Skinner
June 29, 1983 Lindsay Gile Klink Anita Gile
Ronald Klink


































































Feb. 20, 1983 Mabel W. Brodin
Mar. 30, 1983 Gertrude Bock
May 14, 1983 Carl A. Ring
June 7, 1983 Robert W. Ingoldsby
Sept. 16, 1983 Lloyd A. Davis
Dec. 17, 1983 Laura E. Buston
Age
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